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TG: Could you tell us your name?
I: Yes! My name is Toko Umezawa.
TG: Where are you from?
I: I am from Setagaya ward.
NS:  Where in Setagaya are you from?
I: From Sakura-shinmachi.

NS: Oh, I am living near Simokitazawa.
I: Oh, it’s neighborhood. Hi!
NS: I would like to ask you a couple of questions.

I: Okay.
NS: Why do Japanese people clap their hands at some occasions in a particular rhythm?
I: Oh..., clapping hands... I think we clap our hands in the end of drinking

opportunities. By doing it, we try to confirm that we are in the same group.

We sometimes drink together with senior people or junior people. So by clapping
hands together, we can confirm the unity as a group even with different generations.
(pause)

In addition to that, Japanese people believed clapping hands can draw away the
evils in the atmosphere. So I think we are praying for the, praying to the gods for our
safety on...our way back home, because we are drunk!

NS: (laugh) That’s quite interesting. Well, why is David Beckam (?) so popular among

Japanese?
I: I, I, I think Japanese people tend to adore western people. That is why we use
foreign models in fashion magazines. I think that David Beckam had a good trategy to
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become popular. He is not a No.1 succor player in the west, but he is the most popular
succor player. I think Mr. Nakata who is playing in Italy and Mr. Inamoto who is
playing in England have the same strategy. Both of them are very popular.

(looked unsatisfied with my answer) I want to ask you about Obon. What is Obon?

Obon is a Buddhist event, which occur in August. It is usually from 13th, 14th to 15th,
At that moment, the spirits of the ancestors are supposed to visit our home own. So,
we offer a lot of foods and put some lightning so that the spirits can find our home
easily. We also offer dance in public area so that we can make a big noise and the
ancestors can find us.

Have you ever danced the Bon odori?

Yes. When I was small, I danced a lot. Actually, I do not live with my
grandmother, but my grandmother often visited our house. She told me a lot of things.
She told me how to make offerings in Obon. We prepared a cucumber and, what is it,
an eggplant. We also prepare a chopstick, disposable chopsticks and break it into two
parts. And we penetrate the cucumber and the other plants with i1t. Them it looks
like four leg animals. It is so cute. (NS ZEH, GO HEEH, D LLL, Ll - - +)

(ZOoFIFbL LM LEGHEERBAZERBL AN bHENZ2 W EWVWNEIFIZTL

7= 1)So, could you tell me the difference between the Higan in the Equinox ?

Okay. I think the basic idea of Obon and Higan is the same. But I wvisit the
graveyard of my grandfather in each Higan. (Z 2T TG 728 [Z 90722 &0
IEE LD TEET D)

I am not sure if this is always the case with every Japanese, but in my family we
always make sure to visit my grandfather’s tomb in both spring equinox and
autumnal equinox.

All right. My questions are over.

(HF VIV LK L 720 T)O0h, this is it? Thank you, have a good day.

R7PES THNT, BiFE2RkD LD LRV IES7Z5, TG & NS BMi—ARmE XA AL T
T, &THRUTRY £ LT,
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