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TG: Hello.

I: Hello.

T First of all, may 1 have your name and where do you live?

I: My name is Kenshiro Tamura, and I live in Hachioji city, west of Tokyo.

NS: Now, we are supposed to play a role model as you were a tour guide and we were
visitors and we will give you some questions about Japanese custom, culture and
history.

I: All right.

NS: What sightseeing spots do you recommend for foreign tourists?

I: There are many sightseeing spots in Japan from north to south. If this were their
first visit to Japan, I would recommend Tokyo and Kyoto. You can visit Mt.Fuji
from Tokyo, which is Japan’s highest mountain, 3776 meters high and also visit
some hot spring areas nearby, and you can make a day trip to Nikko, which is
famous for its Toshogu-Shrine, one of the World Heritages built in the 17tk century.
Kyoto used to be the capital for about 1200 years until Tokyo was designated as the
capital in the late 16th century. Kyoto has lots of temples,shrines and gardens,and
many of them are national treasures.

“The Golden Pavilion”,”Horyuji Temple” are the most famous temples in Kyoto.

NS: What do you think the most important event in the Japanese history?

I: Well, I think the Meiji Restoration in 1867 was the most important event in the
Japanese history. Because it was the political change that ended the feudal system
and Japan started to go into the rapid modernization that followed. Some heavey
industries, such as steel manufacturing, power plants, shipbuilding, were promoted
to make Japan an industrial country.

NS: What kind of sport do you think the most popular in Japan? Now, football has
become quite popular in Japan as in all over the world. But personally, I like
baseball. I used to play baseball when I was in junior high.

NS: What position did you play?

I: I played catcher first, then was converted to outfilders because I became
near-shighted and needed to wear glasses.

NS: That’s not the requirment for playing catcher.

I: Yes, that’s right.

NS: What place do you recommend foreigners know about Japanese history?

I: I would recommend Edo Tokyo Museum, which 1is located very -close to
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Ryogoku-Kokugikan in which sumo wrestling is held. You can see an overview of
Tokyo in the Edo era, from 1603 to 1867.

NS: When I sit in a Japanese room,I feel my legs numb. Do you know a good way not to
get hurt them?

I: Well,let’s see. I would recommend a good tool for foreigners and older people, which
1s a two-layered seat, under which you can put your legs so as to avoid to get them
numb.

NS: Oh,that’s nice.

NS: I lost my passport. What should I do?

I: You should make a contact with Forign Affairs first,and make an application to get

a new one. You must be asked by the authority for the situation you lost it,like
what time,whereabout. It may often take long to get one, so you should always be
careful not to get it lost while you are abroad.

NS: Well,thank you very much.

I: Thank you.
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