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Well strictly speaking, there are not so many Christians in Japan. The number of people who
believe in Christianity in Japan is said to be at under 1 percent of the total population.

As for the main religions of Japan, many people believe in Shintoism and Buddhism. Shinto is a
Japanese indigenous religion based on the worship of nature. Buddhism on the other hand, was
brought to Japan from China through Korea in the 6th century. Nowadays ordinary Japanese
people pay a visit to both Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples on special occasions such as
New Year holidays, to pray for the happiness and safety of their family members.

Concerning wedding ceremonies, it is more common for couples to hold their wedding
ceremonies on Shinto rite at Shinto shrines or either Japanese or Western style hotel. However,
recently more young couples prefer to hold their wedding ceremonies at Christian churches, or
churches set up at hotels, probably because they may associate Christian style weddings with

romantic images, though most of them do not believe in Christianity.
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(1) JiEF kite-flying
(2) KfEfE embassy
(3) 7' —ri first-class car
(4) (ptl72 £ D)BEN precinct[compound]
b < B
(5) A sitting cross-legged [sitting with one's legs crossed]
(6) &FIR boarding pass [card]
(7 B+ folding fan
(8) (BiEiEE D)F5H (fare) adjustment
(9) fBiE duty-free shop
(10) L7 straw rope(decorated with cut paper)
(11) Y= v k22— A X —roller coaster
Hrobh
(12) #2&% (paper) lantern
(13) **kK unpolished [uncleaned, unmilled] rice
Lz
(14) KDfH alcove
(15) #E fermented soybeans
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In 2006 the number of foreign tourists visiting Japan was at 7.33 million, increasing 9 percent
from the previous year, setting a new record. Breaking down this number of tourists into their
respective countries and regions, 5.25 million people from Asian countries visited Japan,
accounting for 71.5 percent of the total. They were followed by 1 million North Americans,
accounting for 13.7 percent of the total, 800,000 Europeans (10.9 percent), and 230,000
Oceanians (3.1 percent). Compared with the growth rate from the previous year, the number of
South Koreans visiting Japan has sharply increased by 21 percent to 2.12 million. South
Koreans have maintained the top position for 8 years in a row now, with a remarkably higher

percentage of growth than tourists from other countries and regions.



