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In Gifu Prefecture, at Shirakawa-go village, where you can see “Gassho-zukuri” farm
houses. Those are the typical traditional style in snowy area. Those houses are
characterized by steep thatched roots, from which the snow easily falls down.
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Since the ancient times in Japan, wood has been widely used for temples and shrines.



Among them, the Todaiji is the largest wooden structure not only in Japan, but also in
the world. The temple houses the world’s biggest statues of Buddha.

In Nara period, (EEEHtE WS D LIREIEFIZ 8 gL v 9 & TL72) Emperor
showed built this temple, because the social situation was unstable at the time.

The plagues and sickness were going around the country, people suffered from them
greatly. Therefore, the Emperor ordered the construction of the temple and dedicated
the Great Buddha to cure the diseases and stabilize the country.
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